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their valuable suggestions. My thanks are also due, in large measure fo
my dear witfe, Ferial, who has given to me considerable assistance n
going through the manuseript and re-writing of this work at the
expense of her own academic pursuits and in maintaning peaceful
home without which it would not have been possible for me to
complete this worl,

Hakeem-Uddeen Qureshi
Tehran,
January 13, 1982/
Rahi 117, 1402 ATL/
Dey 23, 1360 Hijri (solar).
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_Abdul Ghaffar Najmud-Dawla’s Risala-e Tuatbigiya, published in 1321
A / AD. 1903 was perhaps a pioneer work in Iran. The Official
Calendar Act of AD. 1925, adopting the Hijra (solar) calendar,
necessitated the compilation of such comparative chronological tables.
And therefore it was followed by many other calculations like those
of Directorate General of Statistics & Notary, Dr. Ahmad Najmabadi,
Amir Jahed, Office of the Army Prosecutor General and most recently
Hesam Sarlati. Besides, small formula for conversion of dates appeared
in the learned works of Taqi Riyahi and the late Dr. Gulam Husain
Musahab, and chronoclogical tables of Sir Wolseley Haig and Dr.
Freeman-Grenvile were translated into Persian.

Indian sub-continent has also made some worthwhile contribution in
this feild. Under the auspices of the Anjuman-e Taraqqi-e Urdu (Hind),
Delhi, Abun-Nasr Xhalidi translated and published Wiistenfeld -
Mahler's tables in AD. 1939; the same work was lithographed at
Karachi in, AD. 1952, Central Bureau of Islamie Research, Karachi
(now Institute of Islamic Research, Islambad) published an improved
version of the above mentioned work in A.D. 1965, lisiting the impor-
tant events of the history of Islam.

It may be noted that the imporant work of Wiistenfeld-Mahler
escaped notice of Jranian schoelars and was not translated into Persian.
The writer had, however, made use of these tables (the "Anjuman
edition) in his Ph. D. thesis in mid - 1960s and had realized its accuracy
and importance. Thus he decided to translate it into Persian. But his
return to Delhi, and academic and personal pre-occcupations, which
continued even after his arrival in Tehran, caused undue delay in the
execution of this project. After a long interval it was taken up again in
May 1978 / Jumadi IT 1399, but failure to find a reliable and competent
publishing house nearly deterred him from continuing the job. It was
under these circumstances that the Niewvaran Cultural Centre
responded favourably to writer’s proposal and he began this compila-
tion in right earnest.

The writer has made every effort in presenting accurate tables. He
has, therefore, corrected the printing mistakes of the orignal which

came to his notice, and has made suifable changes.

In the end, I wish to thank my learned teachers and scholar friends for
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B, Post Islamic Chronology:
The Hijra (lunar) Era, as stated earlier, is not the foremost Arab
calendar and certain other eras, most of them originating from
pre Islamic events, have been concurrently used by the Muslim
historians and adopted by the Muslim people and / or their
governments.

C. The Hijra Era and its Tpoch:
The Hijra (lunar) Era, the only religious calendar of the Muslim
peoples ancd couniries, is considered to be one of the moedern eras.
It is perhaps the only pure lunar era used by nearly one thousand
million people of the world for their religious rites and
sometimes, civil affairs.

The Era commences on the first of Muharram of the year in
which the Prophet of Islam, Hazrat Muhammad b, Abdullah,
migrated fronr Mecca to Medina, and not on the day of the
Migration. '
Some authorities believe that the Fra was instituted by Umar,
the second Caliph, but most probably it was the Holy Prophet
himself who decreed its use during hig last pilgrimage to Mecea,

D. Hijra Calendar Reform:
Civil and {financial problems vis-a-vis Quranic verdict to use the
solar caleulations (vide VI: 96, LV: 5) led the Muslim scholars
and rulers to reform the Iunar calendar. First such attempt was
made by Mu 'tazid, the Abbasid in AH. 243/857 A.D. and the last
by the Mizams of Iyderabad (Decean) in recent times.

VI. Ferdinand Wistenfeld and the Comparative Chronological
Tables:

Ideler scientifically proved the reiantionship beiween Christian and
Muslim calendars but it was Ferdinand Wiistenfeld (A.D. 1808-A.D:
1899) who prepared such a table first and published it in 1854.His tables
covered the period upto 1300 A.H. It was extended upto 1500 AT, by
Edward Mahler who published it in A.D. 1887. Many other scholars
have improved on their work.
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being. In 367 B.C, the Bahylonians developed a 19-year cycle. They
were more precise in their calculations. The Seleucids used the same
cycle for their official calendar in Mesopotamia and Assyria and the
Han dynasty of China borrowed it from the Arsacides of Iran.

I1. Chronology of European and Christian Nations,

A. Epoch of Christian Tra:

Christian era commenced on January 1, 754 AUC. It was intro-
duced by Dionysius Exipuus sometime after AD. 525, He
miscalculated the date of Nativity. His dating was questioned by
the English saint, Bede, in the 8th century and was rejected
outright by the German monk, Regino of Priim, at the end of
the 9th cenfury. Nevertheless, it in in use even today and it Is
being used in Muslim countries also. The era did not come into
general use until the 15th century,

B. Christian Calendar Reform.

It was realized c¢. A.D. 1582 that the Christian era has fallen 10
days ahead of the. solar year. In order to reform the calendar,
Pope Gregory XIII ordered to omit 10 days from the month of
October. He also introduced other improvements in the calendar
to prevent repetition of the error. The calendar, as reformed by
him, was accepted throughout Burope except in England, Russia
and Sweden. British monarchs did not adopl it until A.D. 1752

I, The Arab and the Muslim Chronology:

A. PreIslamic Chronology:
The Arabs, after the consiruction of the Kaba by Prophet
Abraham bhegan {o hold a congregation there once a year. The
gathering known as the Haj, though basically a religious ritual,
also served the commercial, eultural and political purposes. With

- the passage of time, these celebrations, being based upon lunar
calculation, fell advance and did not cincide with their original
timings - the harvest season, Hence the need for intercalation,
which coatinued until it was prohibitted by the Holy Quran.
Alpbiruni and Tirdowsi confirm the use of local and / or tribal
chronologies and lunar calendars among the Arabs.
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A SUMMARY OF THE PERSIAN INTRODUCTION

Evolution of Caléndar and Chronology. .

Division of time into year, months, weeks and days is called the
calendar. The basic unit of measuring time is day. Its concept differed
among the ancient nations. Months were invented by the Egyptians
and weeks by the DBabylonians. It is not yet established
who introduced seven days of a week, thirty days of a month and
twelve months of a year,

There can be one logical conclusion of the problem. When the
primitive man settled down, he realized that certain aspects of nature
like spring, summer, autumn, winter ete. are repeated at regular
intervals. It is guessed that the primitive human calendar was based
. on the movement of moon and that the Iunar system developed before
the solar system or luni-solar system. Some ancient nations like the
Lgyptians, the Jews, the Iranians, and the Indians, used the Ilnuar
cycles in their chronological syslems, But the lunar system always
required adjustment to correspond with the cycle of nature. Probably,
the Indians and the Iranians were expert in using luni-solar system;
the Egyptians are said to have developed a pure but defective solar
calendar ¢, 2773 B.C,

The ancient nations, then, developed cyclic eras to determine the
normal or intercalary years. Thus the luni-solar systems came into
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